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Matthew 18:15-17 
15 "Moreover if your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault between you 
and him alone. If he hears you, you have gained your brother. 16 "But if he will not 
hear, take with you one or two more, that` by the mouth of two or three witnesses 
every word may be established1.' 17 "And if he refuses to hear them, tell it to the 
church. But if he refuses even to hear the church, let him be to you like a heathen 
and a tax collector. 

John 10:10 
"The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy. I have come that 
they may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly. 

Romans 12:1-2 
1 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your 
bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service. 2 
And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your 
mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God. 

Romans 15:1-7 
1 We then who are strong ought to bear with the scruples of the weak, and not to 
please ourselves. 2 Let each of us please his neighbor for his good, leading to 
edification. 3 For even Christ did not please Himself; but as it is written, "The 
reproaches of those who reproached You fell on Me1." 4 For whatever things were 
written before were written for our learning, that we through the patience and comfort 
of the Scriptures might have hope. 5 Now may the God of patience and comfort grant 
you to be like-minded toward one another, according to Christ Jesus, 6 that you may 
with one mind and one mouth glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 7 
Therefore receive one another, just as Christ also received us1, to the glory of God. 

1 Corinthians 12:12-27 
12 For as the body is one and has many members, but all the members of that one 
body, being many, are one body, so also is Christ. 13 For by one Spirit we were all 
baptized into one body-- whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free-- and have 
all been made to drink into1 one Spirit. 14 For in fact the body is not one member but 
many. 15 If the foot should say, "Because I am not a hand, I am not of the body," is it 
therefore not of the body? 16 And if the ear should say, "Because I am not an eye, I 
am not of the body," is it therefore not of the body? 17 If the whole body were an eye, 
where would be the hearing? If the whole were hearing, where would be the 
smelling? 18 But now God has set the members, each one of them, in the body just 
as He pleased. 19 And if they were all one member, where would the body be? 20 But 
now indeed there are many members, yet one body. 21 And the eye cannot say to the 
hand, "I have no need of you"; nor again the head to the feet, "I have no need of 
you." 22 No, much rather, those members of the body which seem to be weaker are 
necessary. 23 And those members of the body which we think to be less honorable, 
on these we bestow greater honor; and our unpresentable parts have greater 
modesty, 24 but our presentable parts have no need. But God composed the body, 
having given greater honor to that part which lacks it, 25 that there should be no 
schism in the body, but that the members should have the same care for one 

another. 26 And if one member suffers, all the members suffer with it; or if one 
member is honored, all the members rejoice with it. 27 Now you are the body of 
Christ, and members individually. 

Galatians 5:13-26 
13 For you, brethren, have been called to liberty; only do not use liberty as an 
opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one another. 14 For all the law is 
fulfilled in one word, even in this: "You shall love your neighbor as yourself1." 15 But if 
you bite and devour one another, beware lest you be consumed by one another! 16 I 
say then: Walk in the Spirit, and you shall not fulfill the lust of the flesh. 17 For the 
flesh lusts against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; and these are contrary 
to one another, so that you do not do the things that you wish. 18 But if you are led by 
the Spirit, you are not under the law. 19 Now the works of the flesh are evident, which 
are: adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lewdness, 20 idolatry, sorcery, hatred, 
contentions, jealousies, outbursts of wrath, selfish ambitions, dissensions, heresies, 
21 envy, murders, drunkenness, revelries, and the like; of which I tell you beforehand, 
just as I also told you in time past, that those who practice such things will not inherit 
the kingdom of God. 22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, 
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, self-control. Against such there is no 
law. 24 And those who are Christ's have crucified the flesh with its passions and 
desires. 25 If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit. 26 Let us not become 
conceited, provoking one another, envying one another. 

Galatians 6:1-4 
1 Brethren, if a man is overtaken in any trespass, you who are spiritual restore such a 
one in a spirit of gentleness, considering yourself lest you also be tempted. 2 Bear 
one another's burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ. 3 For if anyone thinks himself to 
be something, when he is nothing, he deceives himself. 4 But let each one examine 
his own work, and then he will have rejoicing in himself alone, and not in another. 

Ephesians 4:1-6 
1 I, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you to walk worthy of the calling with 
which you were called, 2 with all lowliness and gentleness, with longsuffering, bearing 
with one another in love, 3 endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of 
peace. 4 There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called in one hope of 
your calling; 5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism; 6 one God and Father of all, who is 
above all, and through all, and in you all. 

Ephesians 4:11-16 
11 And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, and 
some pastors and teachers, 12 for the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, 
for the edifying of the body of Christ, 13 till we all come to the unity of the faith and of 
the knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfect man, to the measure of the stature of 
the fullness of Christ; 14 that we should no longer be children, tossed to and fro and 
carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, in the cunning 
craftiness of deceitful plotting, 15 but, speaking the truth in love, may grow up in all 
things into Him who is the head-- Christ--16 from whom the whole body, joined and 
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knit together by what every joint supplies, according to the effective working by which 
every part does its share, causes growth of the body for the edifying of itself in love. 

Ephesians 5:8-17 
8 For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as children of 
light 9 (for the fruit of the Spirit1 is in all goodness, righteousness, and truth), 10 finding 
out what is acceptable to the Lord. 11 And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works 
of darkness, but rather expose them. 12 For it is shameful even to speak of those 
things which are done by them in secret. 13 But all things that are exposed are made 
manifest by the light, for whatever makes manifest is light. 14 Therefore He says: 
"Awake, you who sleep, Arise from the dead, And Christ will give you light." 15 See 
then that you walk circumspectly, not as fools but as wise, 16 redeeming the time, 
because the days are evil. 17 Therefore do not be unwise, but understand what the 
will of the Lord is. 

1 Thessalonians 5:14-15 
14 Now we exhort you, brethren, warn those who are unruly, comfort the fainthearted, 
uphold the weak, be patient with all. 15 See that no one renders evil for evil to 
anyone, but always pursue what is good both for yourselves and for all. 

2 Thessalonians 3:6-15 
6 But we command you, brethren, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you 
withdraw from every brother who walks disorderly and not according to the tradition 
which he1 received from us. 7 For you yourselves know how you ought to follow us, 
for we were not disorderly among you; 8 nor did we eat anyone's bread free of 
charge, but worked with labor and toil night and day, that we might not be a burden to 
any of you, 9 not because we do not have authority, but to make ourselves an 
example of how you should follow us. 10 For even when we were with you, we 
commanded you this: If anyone will not work, neither shall he eat. 11 For we hear that 
there are some who walk among you in a disorderly manner, not working at all, but 
are busybodies. 12 Now those who are such we command and exhort through our 
Lord Jesus Christ that they work in quietness and eat their own bread. 13 But as for 
you, brethren, do not grow weary in doing good. 14 And if anyone does not obey our 
word in this epistle, note that person and do not keep company with him, that he may 
be ashamed. 15 Yet do not count him as an enemy, but admonish him as a brother. 

James 5:19-20 
19 Brethren, if anyone among you wanders from the truth, and someone turns him 
back, 20 let him know that he who turns a sinner from the error of his way will save a 
soul from death and cover a multitude of sins. 

1 Peter 4:8-10 
8 And above all things have fervent love for one another, for "love will cover a 
multitude of sins." 9 Be hospitable to one another without grumbling. 10 As each one 
has received a gift, minister it to one another, as good stewards of the manifold grace 
of God. 

Jude 1:22-23 
22 And on some have compassion, making a distinction; 23 but others save with fear, 
pulling them out of the fire, hating even the garment defiled by the flesh. 

Acts 15: Learning to Work Through Dissension 

Summary and Application 

The goal of believers is unity, not separation. Our goal in the midst of 

any dissension is to interact in a spiritually mature way that respects 

and honors our relationships with one another. Our solution should 

stem from our interaction together and be drawn from the Bible, not 

our own desires or wishes 

1. See Myself as Part of Something _____________. God has designed 

us to work as an assembly, not as disconnected believers who are 

each doing his or her own thing. You are part of a Body. You impact 

the Body and the Body impacts you. (1 Cor 12:12-27; Eph 4:11-16) 

2. ___________ Problems as Part of Life. Problems and disagreements 

are a normal part of living in this world as sinful people. This friction 

should be expected and addressed, not avoided and abandoned. 

3. Follow Biblical _____________________. There are qualifications, 

methods, and authority structures that are defined in the Bible. God 

gave us the Bible not just to help us to salvation, but also to guide us 

in how to live. (John 10:10) 

4. Bring Problems to the ____________. Problems and disagreements 

should be brought to the church. Reasonable and purposeful efforts 

should be made to clearly present, humbly listen, and Biblically 

evaluate the issues. 

5. Seek to Find a __________________ View. Our aim is not to “win,” 

but to find the Biblical answer to the problem, or a Biblical path to 

follow. We all are in the process of having our minds changed and 

thinking renewed. (Jer 17:9; Rom 12:1-2; Eph 5:8-17) 

6. Help ___________ & the _________. God intends for us to leverage 

the church, not to leave the church. Our disagreement may stem 

from something that requires us to change, the assembly to change, 

or both. Failing to work through disagreement prevents maturity 

and resolution. (Matt 18:15-17; Gal 6:1-4; James 5:19-20; 2 Th 3:6-15; Rom 

15:1-7; Gal 5:13-26; Eph 4:1-6; 1 Thes 5:14-15; 1 Pet 4:8-10; Jude 1:23) 

7. Carefully ________________ the Easy-to-Accept or Oft-Repeated 

Answer. What do the Scriptures actually say, versus what do 

commentaries or teachers teach? An accepted “truth” can easily be 

wrong. Go beyond the cute phrase or easy answer and evaluate the 

arguments for or against the proposed statement. Something is not 

true because many believe it and repeat it. 

 


